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Year 2 Phonics Screening Check (DfE) 

As you may be aware, government legislation states that typically, all children in Year 1 will sit a Phonics 

Screening Check towards the end of the year to demonstrate whether they have achieved expected    

standards for Phonics.  However, due to the spring term lockdown and school’s partial re-opening in the 

summer term, they will take this check in year 2.  All children will all take part in the phonics screen in      

November this year.  In order for us to work together to provide your child with the best possible              

opportunity to achieve this standard we have provided the following information. 
 

What is the Phonics Screening Check? 

The phonics screening check is a quick check of your child’s phonics knowledge. It  helps your school confirm whether 

your child has made the expected progress in Phonics. It is taken on a 1:1 basis with a familiar adult. Miss Shahi will 

deliver the phonics check with the children.  

How does it work? 

Your child will sit with Miss Shahi and be asked to read 40 words aloud. Your child may have read 

some of the words before, while others will be completely new. The check will contain a mix of real words and ‘non-

words’ (or ‘nonsense/’alien’ words’ such as ‘vap’ or ‘jound’). These pseudo words are included because they are new 

to all children.  Children cannot read the non-words by using their memory or vocabulary; they have to use their de-

coding skills. This is a fair way to assess their ability to decode. The check normally takes just a few minutes to com-

plete and there is no time limit. If your child is struggling, the teacher will stop the check. The check is carefully de-

signed not to be stressful for your child. If your child does not meet the required standard to the pass the test in No-

vember, they will retake the test again in the summer term of year 2. 

What is phonics? 

Phonics is a way of teaching children to read quickly and skilfully. Children are taught how to recognise the sounds 

each individual letter makes and to identify the sounds that different contributions of letters make such as ‘sh’ and 

‘oo’. Children are taught to read by breaking down words into separate sounds or ‘phonemes’. They are then taught 

how to blend these sounds together to read the whole word. At Christ Church, we teach phonics daily following the 

Letters and Sounds Programme. The following link will take you to a website that you may find useful while sup-

porting your child with phonics at home:  

https://lettersandsounds.org.uk/for-home/y2-phonics-screening-check-revision   

We have attached some other resources that may also support you at home; all of these will be familiar to your child 

as they use them regularly at school too. 

What about after the check? 

The outcome of the phonics screening check will be reported to you by the end of the sum-
mer term with your child’s end of year report. If your child has found the check difficult, you 
will be told what support has been put in place to help him or her improve. You might like to 
ask how you can support your child to take the next step in reading.  

Please remember: All children are individuals and develop at different rates. 

 Thanks, 

 Year 2 Team 



How you can help your child at home 

 

Practice sounds at home 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Further sounds and pronunciations 





Websites available to help your child 

 

http://www.ictgames.com/literacy.html 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/wordsandpictures/phonics/ 

http://www.familylearning.org.uk/phonics_games.html 

http://phonicsplay.co.uk/ 

http://www.letters-and-sounds.com/ 

Don’t forget to read books and library books.  

Practicing reading daily automatically helps your 

child with their decoding skills!  


